Bundy votes on bottled water ban
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THE Southern Highlands village
of Bundanoon is poised to be-
come the first town in Australia,
and quite possibly the world, to
ban commercially bottled water.

A town meeting tonight -
hParmD‘ the almast irresistible

slogan ‘Bundy on tap” - will ask
for a formal show of hands on
the proposed ban.

All Bundy's shops have
supported a ban, agreeing to
lose over-the-counter income in
order to combat the hefty car-
bon footprint associated with
bottling water and trucking it
around the state.

“It's also a moral thing, in that
it has just been such a wonderful
marketing job by the beverage
industry, selling people some-
thing they can have for free,”
said Huw Kingston, who owns a
combined cafe and bike shop in
the town.

Beverage companies truthfully
maintain that bottled water is a
healthier alternative to fizzy soft
drinks. But the plastic bottles are
made from crude oil and most

are thrown away rather than
being refilled.

In 2006 the bottled water in-
dustry caused the release of
60,000 tonnes of greenhouse gas,
a study by the NSW Department
of Environment and Climate
Change found. Since then sales
have increased; last year Aus-
tralians spent about $500 million
on bottled water, a 10 per cent
increase on the previous year,

Jon Dee, director of the en-
vironment group Do Something!,
says the campaign is similar to
the decision to ban plastic bags
in Coles Bay, Tasmania, in 2003.

“The community reaction in
Coles Bay was very good, and I
hope that if people do see the
benefits of having free filtered-
water fountains in Bundanoon,

then they will go for the alterna-
tive.” Under the proposed ban,
filtered-water fountains will be
installed on the main street so
people can fill bottles free.
Other places in Australia and
overseas have discouraged the
sale of bottled water, but Bunda-
noon is thought to be the first to
move towards an outright ban.

The catalvst was a nronneal hu
10€ catays a propo:

the Sydney company Nnrlex
Holdings to build a water extrac-
tion plant in the town. It was in-
itially turned down after sus-
tained objections from residents,
but Norlex appealed, and the
case is before the NSW Land and
Environment Court.

“The idea of them taking water
here, trucking it up to Sydney and
bringing it back in bottles to be
sold in shops at 300 times the tap
price is a bit strange,” said Mr
Kingston, who has organised
support for the ban over several
months. He said there was no
way to enforce it — “the water
police won't be involved” - but
shopkeepers were united.

Peter Stewart, owner of the lo-
cal newsagency, said he would
lose $1600 a year in gross sales
but was willing to back the ban.




